Commonwealth of Virginia

Department of General Services

Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services

Richmond, Virginia

Lead and Copper Sampling Notice

Dear Virginia Resident,
Samples are being collected to determine the lead and copper levels in your tap water. This testing effort is required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Virginia under the Lead and Copper Rule, and is being accomplished through collaboration between the public water system and you, the consumer.
	Code: L&C

Holding Time:

MEDIUM length: 14 days

(6 months after laboratory preservation)

Cooling required during shipment?

Not required.

Sample container:

One (1) 1-Liter plastic, wide-mouth bottle. 
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COLLECTION INSTRUCTIONS

1.  Sampling for L&C requires at least six (6) hours during which no water is used from the tap being sampled in addition to any nearby taps. Record the Time/ Date Last Used on the Sample Requisition Form.

DO NOT FLUSH THE TAP

BEFORE THE SIX-HOUR PERIOD OF NON-USE
2. Use a kitchen or bathroom cold water tap for sampling. Be sure not to sample from a tap with a water softener and do not remove the aerator before sampling. 
3. Place the bottle below the faucet and open the cold water tap. Fill the container completely to the neck under the threads. 
4. Apply the cap to the container tightly. Invert the container to check for leaks.
5. The peel-off label adheres better to a dry container. Dry the outside of the sample and remove the completed label from the form. Place the label on the container vertically (aligned with its length).
6.  If plumbing repairs have been made since the previous sampling, note this on the sample form.
7. If dropping off at a courier site, samples must be packaged in a box or secondary container addressed to DCLS for protection during transport. Samples not packaged correctly, may not be picked up. 
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